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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES August 17, 2017 
 
 

 
  Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church 

13505 Excelsior Boulevard, Minnetonka, MN 55345 Phone: (952) 935-1432 
 

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Minutes from Thursday, August 17, 2017 Meeting 

 

Time:  6:05- 7:35 p.m. 
Location:  Parish Conference Room 
 

ATTENDEES 
Council Members: Other Attendees 
Peter Lisman, Chair (Aug 2014 - 2017) Fr. John Bauer 
Larry Kukowski (Nov 2014- 2017) Kellie Dennehy (ex-officio) 
Bob Gazich (Jan 2017- 2020) Not present: 
Norm Olafson, Recorder (Aug 2014-2017) Laury Harmon ( Jan 2017 – 2020) 
 Colleen Johnson (Mar 2017 – 2018) 
  
There were no meetings in June or July 2017, due to the transition of pastors. This (August) 
meeting was postponed one week, due to the funeral of Kathy van Sloun, held during the Council’s 
normal August 10 meeting time. 
 
Opening Prayer:  Peter Lisman  
         It was suggested and decided that members alternate with meeting prayers, rather than  
         the pastor every time. 
 
Review of Minutes from May 11, 2017 Meeting:  
        Minutes were approved  

 

AGENDA: 
      New Member Call-up List 

Kellie distributed a list of new parishioners, joining after December 31, 2016, and through 
August 15, 2017 - 18 new households.  Calls assigned to Bob, Larry, Peter and Norm. 

           

Committee and Staff Liaisons  
       Ministry Fair is after Masses September 9-10.  The Pastoral Council table will be in the gather  
       space.  Larry will work on the poster, which will be updated with current members’ picture(s). 
 Mass assignments:  4:30  - Norm and Laury (Norm will contact Laury to see if he can.)  
              8:30 -  Peter and Larry 
            10:30 – Peter and Bob 
  (Colleen is coordinating the entire event.) 
       The recruitment of Eucharistic Ministers was discussed as an area to be promoted, and with  
       perhaps a revised structure to encourage more Ministers.  
 
       Growler Saturday – presented by the Men’s Club, is the following Saturday, September 16. 
 
       Tess Gehring, invited guest from Ending Homelessness, could not make this (re-scheduled)  
       meeting, but will be at the next meeting, Thursday, September 14.    
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            Council Term Limits were discussed, and due to the Pastor transition, Larry, Peter and  
Norm each agreed to extend their terms by two years.  In addition, it was agreed to have  
all terms end on December 31.  The current terms are listed at the top of these Minutes.   
The following dates, therefore, should be reviewed and confirmed, or revised, at the next  
meeting: 
   

Peter Lisman  (Aug 2014 - Jan 2020) Colleen Johnson (Mar 2017 - Jan 2019) 
Bob Gazich (Jan 2017 - Jan 2020) Larry Kukowski (Nov 2014 - Jan 2020) 
Laury Harmon (Jan 2017 - Jan 2020) Norm Olafson ( Aug 2014 – Jan 2020) 

       New member recruitment might cause changes to these extended terms.  
 

        Pastor Transition   
Members commented that the transition seems to be going smoothly.  Comments from 
parishioners have been positive.  Fr John praised Fr. David for his work, shown in the 
quality and spirit of the parish. He (later in the meeting) remarked that he appreciates a 
role for the  Council as “the eyes and ears of the Parish”, to give him a sense of how things 
are going.  

 

Welcoming and the Welcome Table -  Pastoral Council members’ greeting after the  
Masses that they attend has been sporadic, except in the case of Colleen, it appears.      

 Members need to renew this commitment.  The role of ushers, too, was discussed in this  
             context. 

 

STAFF UPDATES: 
        Kellie reported at the meeting (and in an email the day after this meeting) - 

o School starts August 28 with 178 K-8 students and 42 in the new preschool. 
o The new preschool is a separate organization from the School and Parish, and 

reimburses the Parish for facility expenses.  It is a Catholic preschool, and will use 
Share the Joy curriculum, which IHM has used in its Sunday School program.  In the 
summer, its program will have a vacation bible school format.  

o Ginger Vance, Notre Dame Academy Principal, has accepted Kellie’s invitation to 
visit the Council’s September 14 meeting. 

o There is extensive work now being done on the School playground, mainly by 
volunteer labor and the donated use of equipment. 

o The parking lots are completed.  Bus traffic damage from Metro and other outside 
buses turning in the upper lot was mentioned as a continuing concern.  

o Next capital expenditure will be the boilers, to be installed in the spring/summer of 
2018.  The importance of communication on facility improvements and campaign 
accountability was, once again, acknowledged in this meeting. 

 

Norm will have prayers for the next meeting. 
 

Peter said the closing prayer. 
 

Meeting Adjourned:  7:35 p.m.  Next Meeting - Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 6 PM. 
 
Meeting Schedule 
September 14, 2017 November 9, 2017 
October 12, 2017 December 14, 2017 (Christmas Party) 
 


